
FORT ATKINSON RENDEZVOUS • FORT ATKINSON, IOWA 
Artisan/Craftsman/Traders/Military/Buck skinner Application 

The Rendezvous dates are September 26 & 27, 2026. 
Friday, September 25 is School & Media Day  

   It is time to reserve your site at the 2026 Fort Atkinson Rendezvous. The Rendezvous will be run by the  
   Friends of Fort Atkinson Rendezvous committee, volunteers from the Fort Atkinson community, with the assistance of DNR.   

The 2026 Rendezvous theme is "Lowering the Colors”.    

The Fort Atkinson Rendezvous is sponsored by the Friends of Fort Atkinson, City of Fort Atkinson, and Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources Parks Bureau and Preserves Board. The goal of this event is to provide a quality interpretive event portraying the 1840s 
Iowa frontier life. The site of this rendezvous is inside and around an actual military fort that was active in Iowa from 1840-1849.  

School/Media Day is on Friday, Sept. 25. Most school groups begin arriving about 9:00 a.m. and leave around 2:00 p.m. 

Participation on this day is optional, however the learning opportunities are many.  NO camp setup on up Friday from 8:45 

am to 2:00 pm during school day due to safety concerns with students 

 

****Saturday, and Sunday we are open at no charge to the public. Saturday hours are 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Sunday 
hours are 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. This is an educational event, and the participants are here to share information with our guests.  
We consider demonstrations of pioneer craft a very vital part of our event. Even though we do not provide stipends for 
participating, we do not charge a fee as we do to all other categories of participants. Artisans are allowed to sell, but we do ask 
that you have some project in progress that you work on during the event. You are most likely very aware how much the public 
appreciates watching someone demonstrate their craftsmanship or share information from that time period and participation in 
contests. Your participation determines the success of this event. 
 

 50th Rendezvous – We will have a special program on Saturday at 11:30 a.m. We would like to take a group photo at 5:00 p.m. 

on Saturday.  We have made changes to the daily schedule, and the melodrama is back. Chicken dinner is back to Friday night. 

 
Regarding Trade Blankets – Authenticity to the 1840’s time period is of prime importance. Please remember this is a Rendezvous, 
we ask you follow our trade guidelines.  If not from the rendezvous era, please do not try to sell it.  No items made of plastic or 
nylon.  No plastic or modern priced stickers or dry erase boards.  No funky colored items. (Moccasins, feathers, furs, etc.)  No 
rubber band guns.  No hematite zingers.  No modern items.  No collectable dolls.  No flea market type items. (Ceramic figurines, or 
any figurines that depict unicorns, medieval, Far East etc. subjects, crystal balls, dyed rabbit feet, mandalas, and all other 
questionable flea market items) Maps, books and artwork MAY be sold if they are relevant to the fur trade. CD’s can be sold, just 
not openly displayed. Historic nylon flags may be sold, just not openly displayed. If you have items that are covered in plastic, 
please remove one as a display and have the rest out of view. Please be courteous and cooperative and follow these trade 
guidelines to help ensure a quality event. If you choose to participate in this event you are expected to adhere to these rules. 
Vendors will be inspected.  

Each Vendor is required to have an Iowa Sales Tax Permit if you are selling merchandise. We require a copy with your registration 
form. Iowa does not issue temporary tax permits. A permanent tax permit allows you to conduct taxable sales or 

perform taxable services in Iowa at any time during the year without having to obtain a new permit each year or 
for additional events. 
 
Site registrations will be taken according to the first 100 COMPLETE PAID applications received. A phone/email reservation will 
not guarantee a site. The enclosed map shows the camp site numbering, sizes, and locations. Please note that all 
Artisan/Craftsperson/Traders/Military/Buck skinners sites will be the same as in previous years if possible. If there is someone who 
you would like to camp next to, write it on the neighbor site line and we will TRY to get you as close as possible. Send completed 

PAID registration form with your $50 check or money order made out to Friends of Fort Atkinson. Deadline to SECURE 

your desired site is August 1st. In the event you need to cancel, notify us before September 1, so we can send you a 

refund. 
 
 Camp set up will be allowed after 12:00 p.m. Wednesday, September 23, as long as your site is reserved in advance. 

NOTE: All firewood will be furnished. The DNR will NOT allow anyone to bring their own firewood to the Rendezvous because of 
the Emerald Ash Borer threat. 

 



Reminder: If you have pets in camp, you MUST always keep them on a leash and clean up after them. 

Concerns and/or questions can be directed to the Friends of Fort Atkinson Co-chairperson Scott Sindelar 563-419-4803 or Kay 
Schmitt – 563-419-3567 or email fortatkinsoniowarendezvous@gmail.com or write the committee at the address listed below.  

VEHICLES AND TRAILERS – No vehicles or trailers in camp from 8:00 pm Friday until Sunday afternoon at 4:00 pm.   

Check out time is 4:00pm Sunday, all tents, teepees and lodges must remain standing until that time. 

      NO camp setup on Friday from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm during school day due to safety concerns with students.   

Return registration to: Fort Atkinson Rendezvous Committee • P.O. Box 31 • Fort Atkinson, IA 52144  
 ***We are updating our database if you could provide your information below. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

2026 Fort Atkinson Rendezvous • Artisan/Craftsman/Traders/Military/Buck skinner Registration  

Deadline to SECURE your desired site is August 1st. In the event you need to cancel, notify us before 

September 1, so we can send you a refund. Campsite fee for 2026 is $50.00.                                                                                                                 

Name Patti Mohling_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Site #   _____________________ Second choice _____________________ Neighbor site _____________________ 
 

Street / P.O. Box 33787 Beaver Valley St. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip New Hartford, Iowa 50660 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone 319-415-6197 _________________________________________ 
Would you like to get your registration information via e-mail?   Yes_ X  No ___________ Please 

Peppermintpjm@gmail.com 

I will participate as a   X_____Artisan ______Craftsperson _______Trader ________ Military ________ Buck skinner only 

I will be selling the following items__I usually do not sell anything but if I do I will obtain a Tax number 

Iowa Sales Tax # required if you are selling ____________________________________________________________ 

A Donation for the participant contests would be much appreciated. Bring your items with you when you check in at the 
northeast cannon house. 

We are looking at a way to share more information with the public on Saturday and Sunday like we do on school day. We will 
be offering 15-minute presentations on Saturday and Sunday on the ½ hour time slot. If you could share a craft or skill, clothing 
history, practices in medicine, military history, firearm history, or anything that pertains to life in the 1840’s.  It is an informal 
setting. Yes_X  No_________ It was very well received by our visitors last year. 

 What I would like to share ___wool and spinning  

We are looking for individuals who have attended all 50 Rendezvous events, is that you?  Yes_______ No ______ 

SCHOOL DAY 

I would like to be listed as a demonstrator for School Day on Friday, September 25, 2026.  Yes __X No _________ 

I will be demonstrating wool and spinning 
wheel_________________________________________________________________for school day. 

I agree to adhere to the period authenticity of the 1840-1849 era.  

   Signature_Patti Mohling.  Date 5/19/26___________ 


